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Elevait Studios was founded with a single belief, that the future

belongs to those who learn to work with AI, not against it. Through

our learning community, Elevait School, we’re helping creators,

students, and entrepreneurs master the art of building smart,

scalable systems using automation and AI. What started as a studio

for AI-driven solutions has grown into a space for learning,

experimentation, and collaboration, where anyone, from beginners to

builders, can upskill and create the future with their own hands.

This book is your practical guide to doing exactly that. It takes you

from understanding the basics of AI and automation to building real

workflows using n8n, connecting tools like OpenAI and Google

Gemini, and even designing intelligent AI agents that can think, plan,

and remember. But beyond the tools, it teaches you a mindset, how

to spot problems worth automating, how to turn them into systems,

and how to transform those systems into income or impact. By the

end, you’ll not only know how to automate but also why to reclaim

time, enhance creativity, and build a future where technology works

for you, not the other way around.
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FOUNDATIONS:

UNDERSTANDING
THE BASICS

Part1



Introduction to AI and

AI Automation
 

AI sounds fancy, but here’s the simplest way to look at it:

It’s when computers are able to mimic human intelligence.

Think of Google Maps telling you the fastest route.

Or Netflix nudging you toward your next binge-worthy series.

Or a chatbot like ChatGPT answering your questions.

All of that is AI quietly working in the background, making decisions we’d

normally expect a human brain to make.

Now picture thAutomation is less about being “smart” and more about being

“consistent.”

It’s like setting up a system that just does the job for you without needing

constant attention.

WhenIfirst startedexploring AI automations, I feltamix of excitementand

confusion. Everyone around me was throwing aroundbig words like machine

learning, workflows, LLMs. Honestly? It felt like stepping into a sci-fi movie.

But once I broke it down into small, simple pieces, I realized AI automation is

just… smart help. Help that doesn’t complain, doesn’t get tired, and can

actually make your life easier.

That’s exactly what we’ll do here. Strip away the buzzwords. Let’s start with

the basics.

1.1 What is AI? 

1.2 What is Automation? 

🤖

⚙

MODULE ONE
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This is where things get powerful.

Automation is the worker—it follows instructions perfectly.

AI is the brain—it figures out what to do when things aren’t

straightforward.

Together, they create what I call AI Automations: workflows where the

machine can think a little before acting.

📩

That’s automation: rules that run on repeat.

is: you’re tired of brushing your teeth every morning (ugh!). What if you had a

robot that just knew when you woke up and brushed your teeth for you?

Example:

Instead of just auto-forwarding all your emails (basic automation), AI can first

read the email, decide if it’s urgent, and then forward it only if it matters.

That’s the difference.

Your alarm ringing every morning at 7 AM ⏰

Your bank sending you an SMS every time money comes in 💸

Or Gmail sorting your newsletters into the “Promotions” tab automatically

I’ll be real with you—AI automation isn’t just “cool tech.” It’s useful because it:

Saves time – boring, repetitive tasks get off your plate.

Increases productivity – you can focus on work that matters.

Helps you scale – whether you’re a solo creator or running a small

business, automation doesn’t get tired.

Think of it as hiring a super-efficient intern who works 24/7, never complains,

and costs almost nothing.

1.3 So, what happens when you
mix AI + Automation? 🎯

1.4 Why is Automation Helpful? 🌟
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1.6 Quick Exercise 

1.5 The 3 Levels of Automation (A
Simple Ladder)
Here’s how I like to explain it:

✏

Our goal in this book: help you climb straight to Level 3.

1.Manual – You do it all yourself. (Replying to every DM manually.)

2.Basic Automation – Rules handle tasks. (All DMs get auto-replied with

the same message.)

3.AI Automation – The system understands context and acts smartly. (AI

reads the DM, decides if it’s a question, and replies differently depending

on what’s asked.)

By the end of this book, you’ll know how to hand at least one of those over to

AI + automation.

Take 2 minutes and jot down three things in your daily life that feel repetitive.

Could be work emails.

Could be replying to Instagram comments.

Could even be copy-pasting data into a spreadsheet.
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Getting started with
n8n 
Whenpeople firsthear the wordautomationtool,theyusuallypicturesome

complicated dashboard withbuttons,code,andscarylinesoftext.Iwantyou

to forget that image right now.

Because n8n isn’t built to scare you.

It’s built to help you.

Think of n8n as a big box of Lego bricks. Each brick is a “node.” And when

you connect these nodes, you’re building your own little machine. No

screwdrivers, no code needed (unless you want to). Just drag, drop, and

connect.

There are a bunch of automation tools out there (Zapier, Make, Power

Automate…). So why are we focusing on n8n? Simple:

At its heart, n8n (pronounced “n-eight-n”) is a workflow automation tool.

Workflow → a series of steps (like a recipe).

Automation → telling the computer to follow that recipe without you

having to do it every single time.

Example:

You get a new email → n8n reads it → AI writes a short summary → n8n

saves that summary to Google Sheets.

That’s a complete workflow! And you didn’t touch a single line of code.

2.1 What is n8n? 

2.2 Why n8n is Awesome for AI 🚀

MODULE TWO
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2.3 n8n vs Other Tools 

2.4 A Quick Look Under the Hood 
Here’swhat you’llfindwhen youopenup n8n:

⚖

Canvas (Playground): The blank space where you drag nodes and

connect them.

Nodes Library: A menu of all the Lego pieces (triggers, apps, AI models,

logic).

Connections: The lines that link one node to the next.

Run Button: Your magic wand to test and see the workflow in action.

It feels a bit like opening Photoshop for the first time — lots of buttons, yes,

but once you understand a few, you can already start creating.

Togiveyou perspective,here’s aquick “friend circle”comparison:

Zapier – The super-friendly guy who knows everyone. Easy to use,

connects with thousands of apps, but doesn’t give you much control.

Make (Integromat) – The artistic friend with a polished style, more

advanced than Zapier, but still a bit limited for heavy AI use.

n8n – The hacker-entrepreneur type: flexible, reliable, and lets you build

crazy-smart stuff (like chaining multiple AI calls) without charging per

“task.”

If you’re serious about AI automations, n8n is like your workshop where you

can build anything you imagine.

It’s open-source → Free to use, self-host if you want, and backed by a

huge community.

It plays well with AI → n8n has ready-made nodes for OpenAI, Google

Gemini, and more. Even if your favorite AI tool isn’t there, you can

connect it using the HTTP Request node.

Flexible → Whether you’re a beginner who loves drag-and-drop, or a

power user who wants to throw in some custom code, n8n supports both.

Visual → You can literally see your workflow as a diagram. It’s like mind-

mapping, but for tasks.
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2.6 Mini Exercise 

2.5 What You’ll Do With n8n in

This Book

 

✏ 

Beforemoving on, dothis quick reflection:

What’s one task you do often that feels repetitive?

Imagine explaining it to a robot. Could you break it into steps?

Write it down. That’s your first potential n8n workflow.

Bytheendofthis book,you’ll beable to:

Build simple AI-powered workflows (like email assistants, social post

generators).

Connect AI tools like OpenAI and Gemini with your favorite apps.

Create workflows that run automatically in the background — saving you

time, energy, and even making money.

So think of this as your toolkit. In the next module, we’ll actually set it up and

run your first “Hello World” workflow.
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Setting Up Your n8n
Environment

 Up untilnow, we’ve been talking aboutAIand automationliketheory.

 But theory doesn’t save you time —practice does.

So in this module, we’ll roll up our sleeves and actually get your n8n

workspace ready to go.

Don’t worry if you’re not “technical.” I’ll walk you through this step by step,

like setting up a new phone.

You’ve got two main choices:

1.n8n Cloud (Easiest option)

Hosted by n8n themselves.

You just sign up, log in, and start building.

Great for beginners — no setup headaches.

Small monthly cost, but worth it if you don’t want to mess with

servers.

2.Self-Hosting (More control)

You install n8n on your own server (using Docker or a VPS).

Free (other than server cost).

Full control: you own your data, your workflows, everything.

Best if you’re building something serious or client-facing.

👉 My advice if you’re just starting: go with n8n Cloud. You can always move

to self-hosting later once you’re comfortable.

3.2 Sign Up & First Login 

3.1 Choose Where You’ll Run n8n 

🔑

MODULE THREE
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Let’s make sure everything works.

1. Create a new workflow.

2. Add a node → search OpenAI.

3. In the node, enter a simple prompt like:

Head to n8n.io

Click “Try it for free” → create your account

Once inside, you’ll see a clean dashboard with a big “Create Workflow”

button.

That’s your playground!

n8n by itself is like a robot body. To give it “brains,” you connect it to AI

services. That’s done through API keys.

What’s an API key?

Think of it like a password that lets n8n talk to another service (like OpenAI

or Google).

Here’s how you do it:

1.Get your key:

For OpenAI: Go to platform.openai.com, log in, and copy your API

key.

For Google Gemini: Get your key from AI Studio.

2.Add it to n8n:

In n8n, go to Credentials → “+ New Credential.”

Choose the service (e.g., OpenAI).

Paste in your API key.

Save.

That’s it — now n8n can “talk” to AI.

 4. Hit Execute Node.

🎉 If you see a funny cat-and-coffee joke in the output, congratulations! Your

n8n is officially wired into AI.

3.4 Run a Quick Test 

3.3 Add Your API Keys 

⚡

🔐
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 Signed up for n8n Cloud (or installed self-host).

Logged into the dashboard.

Added OpenAI API key.

Successfully ran a test prompt.

If you’ve checked all of the above, you’re ready for the fun part: actually

building workflows.

Write down which setup you chose (Cloud or Self-Host).

Note down which AI services you connected (OpenAI, Gemini, etc.).

Bonus: run 2–3 more test prompts in n8n to get comfortable.

3.6 Mini Exercise 

3.5 Quick Checklist 

✏

✅
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Core Components of
n8n Workflows

 

A trigger node decides when your workflow starts.

Examples:

“When I receive a new email” 📩

“At 9 AM every morning” ⏰

“When someone submits a form” 📝

Without a trigger, your workflow just sits there doing nothing.

RememberhowIcomparedn8n toabig box ofLegobricks?

Well, nowit’stime to openthat boxand see what each piecedoes.

Every workflow in n8n is made of nodes. A node is just oneblockofaction—

it does a specific thing, and then passes the result to the next block.

Let’s walk through the different types of nodes, using real-life analogies.

Think of a workflow as a recipe.

The trigger is when you start cooking (e.g., turning on the stove).

The ingredients are your data (emails, text, numbers).

Each node is a cooking step (chop, mix, boil).

The output is your final dish (an email sent, a report created, a post

uploaded).

👉 A workflow = a series of connected steps that run in order, automatically.

4.1 What Are Workflows? 

4.2 Trigger Nodes (The Starting
Gun) 🏁

🌊

MODULE FOUR
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These nodes connect to the apps you already use.

Examples:

Google Sheets node → store your data neatly in a spreadsheet.

Slack node → send a message to your team.

Gmail node → reply to an email.

👉 Think of them as bridges between your AI and your everyday tools.

Sometimes you need your workflow to make decisions or clean up data.

That’s where logic nodes come in.

If Node: “If the email is urgent → forward it. If not → archive it.”

Set Node: Change or create new pieces of data.

Code Node: For advanced users, you can even add custom

JavaScript/Python.

These nodes connect directly to AI services like OpenAI or Google Gemini.

What they do:

Take your input (like text, a question, or a block of data).

Send it to the AI.

Bring back the AI’s response.

Example:

Input: “Summarize this email in 2 lines.”

Output: “This email is about rescheduling the meeting to Friday.”

4.4 Application Nodes (The
Helpers) 🛠

4.5 Logic & Data Nodes (The
Smart Filters) 🔍

4.6 Connecting the Dots (Flow) 

4.3 AI Model Nodes (The Brain) 

➡

🧠
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I understand what a workflow is.

I know what a trigger node does.

I know how AI model nodes work.

I can connect app nodes to Google Sheets/Slack/etc.

I get how logic nodes help workflows “decide.”

Think of a workflow you’d love to build. Break it down like this:

Trigger: When should it start?

Input: What data does it need?

AI Step: What should the AI do?

Output: Where should the result go?

Example:

Trigger → “New tweet posted by me.”

Input → The text of the tweet.

AI → Generate a LinkedIn-style rewrite.

Output → Save to Google Docs.

When you link nodes together, the data flows like water through a pipe:

Trigger → Data Prep → AI Node → App Node → Output

That’s the universal formula of automation.

 Once you see this pattern, you’ll start recognizing it everywhere.

Even the best workflows sometimes break. Maybe your API key expired, or

the AI gave a weird output.

That’s why n8n has Execution Logs:

You can replay any workflow run.

See exactly where it stopped or failed.

Fix just that part instead of rebuilding everything.

👉 Debugging isn’t failure — it’s part of learning how your workflow “thinks.”

4.9 Mini Exercise 

4.8 Quick Checklist 

4.7 Debugging & Execution
History 🔎

✏ 

✅
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Designing Your First
AI Workflow

 

Trigger → Prepare Input → AI Model → Output

Every AI automation, no matter how complex, boils down to this simple

formula:

Let’s start with something fun:

A “Social Media Caption Generator.”

Here’s what it will do:

1.You enter a topic or keyword.

2.AI writes a short, catchy caption.

3.The caption is saved into a Google Sheet (so you can collect them).

It’s quick, useful, and shows off the magic of combining AI + automation.

Keep this in your head — it’s the DNA of every workflow you’ll ever build.

Upuntilnow,we’ve been talking theory.Butlearningreallystartswhenyou

buildsomething and see it work. In thismodule, you’llcreateyourfirstAI

workflow inside n8n. It’s going to be simple, but powerful—andonceyoudo

it, you’ll realize how easy it is to connect AI with automation.

5.2 What We’re Building

5.1 The Universal Formula

MODULE FIVE
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Next, we’ll give the workflow some text to work with.

1.Add a Set Node after the Manual Trigger.

2.In the node, create a field called topic.

3.Enter something like:

Now for the fun part — let’s bring in AI.

1.Add an OpenAI Node.

2.Connect it after the Set Node.

3.In the node settings:

Choose “Chat Model” (like GPT-4 or GPT-3.5).

In the Prompt, write something like:

This will be the keyword that the AI uses to generate a caption.

👉 Notice how we used {{$json["topic"]}} — that’s n8n’s way of pulling the

input from the Set Node.

We need a way to start the workflow. For now, let’s keep it simple and use a

Manual Trigger.

1.In n8n, click Create Workflow.

2.Search for Manual Trigger node.

3.Drag it onto your canvas.

This means whenever you hit “Run,” the workflow starts.

(Later, you’ll learn to replace this with things like “New form submission” or

“Every morning at 9 AM.”)

5.5 Step 3 – Talk to the AI 

5.3 Step 1 – Choose a Trigger 

5.4 Step 2 – Prepare the Input 

🤖

✏

🏁
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Added Manual Trigger

Created a Set Node with topic

Connected OpenAI node with a prompt

Added Google Sheets node to save output

Successfully ran the workflow

Hit Execute Workflow.

Manual Trigger starts it.

You set the topic.

AI writes a caption.

Google Sheets stores it.

🎉 Boom. You’ve just built your first AI workflow.

Now try tweaking it:

Change the prompt so captions are shorter, funnier, or more

professional.

Add a second output: maybe also send the caption to your Slack

channel.

Try different topics and see how AI responds.

Now that AI is giving us captions, let’s store them somewhere.

1.Add a Google Sheets Node.

2.Connect it after the OpenAI node.

3.Choose Append Row.

4.Link it to a spreadsheet you’ve created (e.g. “AI Captions”).

5.Map the output text from the AI into one column.

Now, every time the workflow runs, the caption will get saved to your sheet.

5.9 Mini Exercise 

5.7 Step 5 – Test It 

5.8 Quick Checklist 

5.6 Step 4 – Handle the Output 

✏ 

⚡

✅

📤
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Working with AI Tools
in n8n

 

Research,

reasoning

Writing,

summarizing, chat

Image generation

Google Gemini

OpenAI (ChatGPT)

Midjourney / Stability

Here’s the little toolbox we’ll keep referring to:

Task Recommended AI

Tool

Description

Visual content

Best for text and creative

writing

Speech to text

Text to speech

Whisper (by OpenAI)

ElevenLabs

Transcribes audio files

Gives voice to your words

You don’t need to master all of them — n8n makes it possible to plug and

play whichever you need.

By now, you’vealreadymaden8ntalktoAIonce.

But the realpowerofautomationliesinflexibility—usingdifferentAIsfor

different jobs.

Some AIs write content beautifully, others understand data, some generate

images, and some handle speech.

In this module, we’ll explore how to use the most popular ones inside n8n —

and how to connect any AI, even if there’s no built-in node for it.

Great at structured answers

and data understanding

6.1 The AI Toolkit 🧰

MODULE SIX
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Let’s start with the most familiar one — OpenAI.

1.Add an OpenAI Node to your workflow.

2.Choose Chat Model → pick gpt-3.5-turbo or gpt-4.

3.Enter your prompt.

Example prompt:

4. (Optional) Add parameters like “temperature” to control creativity.

Temperature 0.2 → precise, robotic.

Temperature 0.8 → creative, varied.

Google’s Gemini model (via Google AI Studio) is another powerful LLM you

can use right inside n8n.

1.Add a Gemini Node.

2.Paste in your Google API key.

3.Input your prompt just like OpenAI.

Gemini is excellent for structured tasks, like:

Generating tables or JSON responses.

Explaining data patterns.

Writing outlines and summaries.

Example prompt:

💡 Pro tip: The OpenAI node can handle dynamic data — you can pass text

from emails, spreadsheets, or even scraped data into it automatically.

The output can be a simple number or structured data you can feed directly

into a database or sheet.

6.3 The Google Gemini Node 

6.2 The OpenAI Node (ChatGPT
Inside n8n) 💬

🌈
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Example use case:

Workflow receives an audio message.

Whisper converts it to text.

OpenAI summarizes or replies.

Want to make your automations even smarter?

You can add voice into the mix using OpenAI’s Whisper API.

Here’s where things get really interesting.

What if the AI you want to use doesn’t have a built-in node in n8n?

No problem — you can use the HTTP Request Node.

This node is like the universal adapter — it lets you connect to any API in the

world.

Here’s how:

1.Add an HTTP Request node.

2.Set the method to POST.

3.In the URL, paste your AI API endpoint (for example, from Anthropic or

Hugging Face).

4.Add your API key in the “Headers” section.

5.In the body, include your prompt or data in JSON format.

Example body:

Once you hit run, the HTTP node will return the AI’s response — just like

OpenAI or Gemini.

💡 Pro tip: This is how you can use tools like Claude, Cohere, or custom fine-

tuned models directly inside your workflows.

6.4 The HTTP Request Node (For
Any AI) 🌐

6.5 Bonus: Whisper and Voice AI🎙
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 I know how to use OpenAI node for text tasks.

I can use Gemini for structured or data-rich prompts.

I can connect any API using the HTTP Request node.

I understand the basics of memory and context.

Similarly, ElevenLabs can turn text into natural human speech — perfect for

voice calling agents or audio summaries

💡 Pro Tip: Each AI model has its own “personality.” Some are creative,

others logical. Experiment — think of yourself as a conductor, and the AIs as

instruments in your orchestra.

Try replacing the OpenAI node in your previous workflow with Gemini.

Compare how the results differ.

Add an HTTP Request node to test a different AI (try Cohere or Claude if

you have API access).

Create a “voice note to summary” workflow using Whisper.

Sometimes you want your AI to remember past messages or reference old

data — that’s where memory comes in.

In n8n, you can:

Store previous responses in a database or Google Sheet.

Feed them back into the AI as context for the next prompt.

This concept is called RAG (Retrieval-Augmented Generation) — don’t worry,

we’ll go deeper in Module 8.

Just know this for now:

👉 Memory turns your AI from a goldfish (forgetful) into an elephant

(context-aware).

6.8 Mini Exercise 

6.7 Quick Checklist 

6.6 Understanding Memory and
Context 🧠

✅

✏ 
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Example AI Automations
& Use Cases

 

What it does:

Pulls trending topics or keywords from Twitter/Reddit.

Uses OpenAI to generate short post ideas or hooks.

Saves them into a Google Sheet for later posting.

Goal: Automatically generate and organize content ideas using AI.

You’ve learnedthebasics.You’veconnectedyourAI.You’vebuiltasimple

caption generator.

Now, let’s take that knowledge and turn it into real-world use cases that can

save hours of work — or even make you money.

These examples are designed to spark ideas. You can copy them, remix

them, or use them as blueprints for your own workflows.

Here’s the truth:

Learning tools is good.

Using them to solve problems is what makes you valuable.

When you show someone that a 10-minute workflow can replace an hour of

manual effort, you’ve just proven your skill — not just your knowledge.

So let’s explore some real workflows that do exactly that.

7.1 Why Use Cases Matter

7.2 Use Case #1 – The Content
Machine 🧠💬

MODULE SEVEN

23



Example prompt:

Workflow structure:

Workflow structure:

Goal:

Read your incoming emails, summarize them, and draft replies.

What it does:

Triggers when a new email arrives. AI reads the

message and summarizes it in one line. If urgent →

notifies you on Slack. If not → archives it

automatically.

Result:

Every morning, you wake up to a fresh batch of content ideas ready to go.

💡 Pro tip: Add another node to automatically send these to Notion or Slack

so your team can pick them up instantly.

7.3 Use Case #2 – The Email
Assistant 📬
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Example prompt:

Example prompt:

Workflow structure:

Goal: 

Collect and analyze customer feedback automatically.

What it does:

Pulls new survey responses or reviews from Google Forms.

Uses AI to analyze sentiment (positive/neutral/negative).

Saves categorized results in Google Sheets or Airtable.

Result:

Your inbox becomes an AI triage zone — you only handle what matters.

💡 Pro tip: Add a “Draft Reply” node to generate email responses and store

them in Gmail drafts for approval.

Result:

You can see your business’s mood at a glance — no more manually reading

hundreds of reviews.

7.4 Use Case #3 – The Data
Collector 📊
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Example prompt:

Workflow structure:

Goal:

Expand short ideas or notes into long-form content automatically.

What it does:

Takes a small idea from a Google Sheet or Notion page.

Sends it to OpenAI or Gemini for expansion.

Returns an article outline or paragraph draft.

💡 Pro tip: Combine this with a dashboard (Google Data Studio or Looker) to

visualize the sentiment trend automatically.

Result:

You’ll never stare at a blank page again — your AI co-writer takes care of the

first draft.

7.6 Bonus Use Case Ideas 

7.5 Use Case #4 – The Idea
Expander ✨

⚡
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 I can identify problems that can be automated.

I can turn a simple idea into a workflow plan.

I understand how to combine triggers, AI, and outputs for different use

cases.

I’ve built at least one of the example workflows.

Pick one workflow from this module and try building it from scratch.

After you build it, ask yourself:

How much time would this save per week?

Can someone else benefit from this too (a client, your team, your friend)?

How can I make it even smarter with another AI layer?

Document it. Name it. Celebrate it. 🎉

Here are some quick ideas you can explore once you’re comfortable:

Client Onboarding Assistant: Auto-send welcome emails, collect info, and

summarize responses.

YouTube Script Summarizer: Fetch a transcript → AI turns it into a 5-point

summary.

Lead Qualifier: New form submission → AI evaluates how promising the

lead is → saves or notifies you.

AI Researcher: Input a topic → AI finds and summarizes top 3 web results

daily.

👉 These aren’t just experiments — these are business automations that

people pay real money for.

💡 Pro Tip: Once you’ve built 2–3 of these, start showcasing them in your

portfolio or LinkedIn posts — “AI + Automation” skills are some of the most in-

demand right now.

7.8 Mini Exercise 

7.7 Quick Checklist 

✏ 

✅
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Advanced Concepts –
AI Agents & Memory

 

👉  

An AI Agent is like an employee you can train — one that doesn’t just

respond to commands, but can:

Think: Understand a situation before acting.

Remember: Recall context or previous conversations.

Plan: Break big tasks into smaller ones and handle them in order.

Think of it this way:

A normal automation is a “To-Do List.”

An AI Agent is a “Project Manager.”

Whenyou first builtautomations,everythingfollowedastraightpath:

 Trigger →AI → Output.

But in real life, things aren’t always that linear.

Sometimes, you need your automation to think for a moment — “Wait,

should I do this now or later?”

Or “Didn’t the user already say this last week?”

That’s when you move beyond basic automations and start creating AI

Agents.

Example

Imagine you want your system to manage your content calendar:

A normal workflow would just post on schedule.

An AI agent could plan topics for the week, check which ones are already

done, generate captions, and only post when needed.

That’s a big jump in intelligence — and it’s all possible in n8n.

8.1 What Is an AI Agent? 🧠

MODULE EIGHT
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Tools

Memory

Component

Brain (AI Model)

Orchestrator (n8n)

What It Does

Connects it all

Executes actions

Thinks and makes

decisions

Stores past

conversations/data

Example

Let’s design a simple AI agent in n8n — a Research Assistant Agent.

Google Sheets, Notion,

vector DB

OpenAI, Gemini, Claude

Goal: You give it a topic → it researches → summarizes → saves to Google

Docs.

Handles logic & workflow

flow

Gmail, Slack, Sheets, HTTP

requests

n8n itself isn’t an AI — but it can host one.

You can think of n8n as the brain’s nervous system — it connects the AI (the

brain) to tools, memory, and data.

So when we say “AI Agent,” what we really mean is:

An n8n workflow that connects an AI model, a memory system, and a set of

tools to get work done autonomously.

8.4 Building an AI Agent
(Simplified) 🧩

8.2 How n8n Acts as an Agent
Orchestrator 🎛

8.3 The Core Parts of an AI Agent
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Workflow structure:

So, how do we teach an AI to remember?

There are two easy ways:

This works well for short, contained tasks like multi-step replies or

summaries.

1. Short-Term Memory (Local Context)

Store important parts of a conversation or task inside the same workflow.

For example:

That’s already an agent:

It plans (searches for info),

It thinks (summarizes results), and

It remembers (logs what it did).

You can even make it smarter: next time you give it the same topic, it checks

Sheets first — if the topic already exists, it skips fetching. That’s memory in

action.

8.5 Adding Memory 🧱
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Workflow structure:

Let’s apply what we’ve learned.

Goal: Automatically respond to common customer queries with context

awareness.

You can then search that memory before every new AI call and feed the

relevant info back in as context.

This is known as RAG – Retrieval-Augmented Generation.

Now your “agent” learns over time.

The more emails it answers, the better it gets at remembering context and

improving replies.

That’s how businesses build AI assistants that feel personal — because they

actually remember conversations.

2. Long-Term Memory (Persistent Context)

This is when you want your AI to “recall” old data days later.

You can do this by:

Storing text or embeddings in Google Sheets, Notion, or a Database.

Using vector databases (like Pinecone or Chroma) for advanced memory.

8.6 Example: AI Customer Support
Agent 💬

31



Build your own “mini-agent”:

Step 1: Ask the user for input (topic or question).

Step 2: Fetch relevant info using an API or sheet.

Step 3: Let AI analyze and respond.

Step 4: Store the conversation in Google Sheets.

Try running it again later — see how it recalls context.

Congratulations, you just built an AI agent with memory!

I understand what an AI agent is.

I know how n8n connects AI, memory, and tools.

I can build a basic agent that researches or replies intelligently.

I understand short-term vs long-term memory.

You can go even further by giving your AI agent access to multiple tools.

 Example:

If a user asks, “What’s my meeting today?” → the agent checks your

Google Calendar.

If they say, “Send my notes,” → it uses Gmail to email them.

All of this can happen in one workflow.

 The AI decides which tool to use based on what’s asked — and n8n

executes it.

💡 This is the foundation of what’s called Autonomous Agents — the kind

that can plan, act, and loop through tasks intelligently.

💡 Pro Tip: Don’t overcomplicate it. Agents don’t have to be futuristic robots

— they’re just smart workflows that learn from what they do. Start small, get

creative, and grow from there.

8.9 Mini Exercise 

8.8 Quick Checklist 

8.7 Future-Ready: Tool Use & Self-
Planning 🧭

✅

✏ 
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TURNING

KNOWLEDGE
INTO VALUE

Part4



Business Value and
Monetization

 When youbuildyourfirstAIautomation,itfeels magical.

When yourealizethatthesame automationcan saveacompany10hours a

week or make someone money — that’s whenit becomespowerful.

In this module, we’ll talk about how AI automation translates into business

results and how you can turn your new skills into value.

Every business — big or small — has one thing in common:

👉 repetitive work.

Sending emails, replying to DMs, moving data, posting content… none of that

is creative.

That’s where you step in.

An AI automation builder isn’t just someone who “connects tools.”

You’re the person who gives teams their time back.

What this means for businesses:

Fewer mistakes ✅

Faster execution ⚡

Better use of human talent 🧠

Lower costs 💸

If you can help a company do that, you’re valuable.

9.1 Why Businesses Love
Automation 💡

MODULE NINE
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Here’s a simple 3-step formula:

Step 2: Build a Small Demo

Show, don’t tell.

Build a 10-minute prototype workflow in n8n.

Record a short screen video of it running.

That’s more powerful than a 20-page proposal.

💡 Pro Tip: Don’t market yourself as a “freelancer.” Market yourself as a

problem-solver who uses AI to save time or increase revenue.

Here’s how people like you are already earning using AI automations:

1.Building AI Workflows for Clients

Automate their social media, email, or reports.

Example: $300–$1,000 per project, depending on complexity.

2.Ongoing Automation Management

Offer a monthly retainer to monitor, update, and scale workflows.

Example: $200–$500/month for small clients.

3.Niche AI Services

“AI for Real Estate,” “AI for Clinics,” “AI for Coaches.”

Pick one niche → build 2–3 useful automations → package it as a

service.

4.Teaching AI Automation

Record short tutorials, host workshops, or create digital courses.

Teaching others to build what you’ve already mastered is a huge

opportunity.

Step 1: Observe Pain Points

Every time you see someone complain about repetitive work, note it down.

A YouTuber editing videos manually? → automate captions and posting.

A real estate firm manually emailing leads? → automate follow-ups.

9.3 How to Find Clients 

9.2 Freelancing & Consulting
Opportunities 🌍

🤝
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Monthly maintenance/support

$200–$500/month

Simple 1-flow automation (1 AI + 1 output)

$150–$400

Medium workflow (multi-step AI + data handling)

$400–$800

There’s no fixed rule, but here’s a good starting point:

Advanced workflow (agents, multiple tools, integrations)

$1,000+

Step 3: Offer to Implement It

 Approach them casually:

“Hey, I built something that could save you 4–5 hours a week. Want me to

show you?”

That one sentence can open doors.

Here are a few ideas that show how automation creates measurable impact:

Marketing Agency: Used n8n + OpenAI to auto-generate daily captions

and design briefs. Saved 25 hours/week.

Clinic: Used AI to summarize patient emails and schedule follow-ups.

Reduced response time by 70%.

Freelance Coach: Automated newsletter creation → AI curated top

content, wrote summaries, and sent it via Gmail. Doubled engagement.

These are simple workflows that made real operational impact.

💡 Tip: Always price by value, not by time.

 If your workflow saves someone 10 hours a week, what’s that worth to them?

Probably more than what it took you to build.

9.4 Pricing Your Work 

9.5 Case Studies: Real Examples

💰
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 I can identify problems that AI automation can solve.

I know how to find and approach clients.

I can price my services confidently.

I understand how to deliver and maintain automations professionally.

When dealing with automations that touch client data, always remember:

Privacy matters. Never store sensitive data without consent.

Transparency builds trust. Let clients know what your workflows do.

Testing is everything. Never deploy an automation without testing edge

cases.

Your reputation as an AI automation builder depends on how safely and

reliably your systems run.

Once you’re confident, you can go beyond one-off projects:

Build productized workflows — pre-made templates that others can buy.

Start an AI Automation Agency.

Create digital products — like prompt packs, workflow kits, or guides

(exactly like this book 😉).

Offer training to businesses wanting to upskill their teams.

1.Pick one niche you’re interested in (e.g., creators, startups, doctors, local

businesses).

2.Write down 3 problems they face every week that could be automated.

3.Choose one → sketch a workflow in n8n that could fix it.

4.Write a short message pitching that workflow in 2–3 sentences.

You’ve just designed your first business offering. 👏

9.9 Mini Exercise 

9.8 Quick Checklist 

9.6 Scaling Your Skills 

9.7 Ethics, Quality, and Trust 

✅

✏ 

🚀

🧭
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Comparing n8n to
Other Tools

 

There are tons of tools out there that promise to automate your work.

Zapier, Make, Power Automate, Pabbly, Notion Automations…

So how do you choose which one to use — and when?

Let’s break it down simply.

If you’ve reached this point, you’ve probably realized something important:

It’snotjust aboutlearninghowtoautomate—it’saboutchoosingwhere to

build your automations.

10.1 The “Big 3” of Automation 🧩

MODULE TEN
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Feature

Ease of use

Flexibility

AI support

Pricing

Custom Code

Privacy

Hosting

Visual Interface

Zapier

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

⭐⭐

Basic

$$$ (per task)

Cloud only

Simple

Limited

Depends on

platform

Make

⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐

⭐⭐⭐⭐

Moderate $$ (per

operation)

Cloud

Polished

Moderate

Depends on platform

n8n

⭐⭐⭐

⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Deep (custom & open)
Free/self-host or fixed

Cloud plan

Cloud or Self-Host

Technical but

powerful

Full support

100% controllable (if
self-hosted)



 Pros:

Gorgeous interface.

Great control over logic and branching.

Reasonable pricing for small projects.

 Cons:

Limited when connecting to advanced AI tools.

Not open-source — you depend on their servers.

Can get laggy on complex automations.

 Pros:

Easiest to set up — perfect for non-technical users.

Massive library (6,000+ apps).

Reliable and beginner-friendly.

 Cons:

Gets expensive quickly (charges per “task”).

Limited control — not ideal for advanced AI workflows.

No self-hosting (your data lives on their cloud).

💡 Use it when:

 You just need quick, lightweight automations — like syncing forms or

sending emails.

💡 Use it when:

 You want easy drag-and-drop building and slightly more flexibility than

Zapier, but don’t need full AI integration.

Best for: People who want things to “just work.”

Zapier is often the first automation tool people try — and for good reason.

It’s super easy: choose an app, connect it, and done.

Best for: Creative tinkerers who like beautiful workflow maps.

Make feels smoother and more polished than Zapier. It’s very visual, so you

can literally see how data flows.

✅

❌

✅

❌

10.3 Make – The Visual Artist 

10.2 Zapier – The Friendly Shortcut

🎨
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Here’s the honest answer — there’s no “one-size-fits-all.”

But here’s a simple rule of thumb:

If you want to…

Just connect a few apps quickly – Zapier

Build creative visual automations – Make (Integromat)

Build deep, scalable, AI-driven workflows – n8n

💡 Use it when:

 You want full creative control and plan to go deep into AI workflows,

automations, and building unique systems.

 Start with what’s easiest for you.

 Move to n8n when you’re ready for more power and less restriction.

 Pros:

AI-first mindset — works beautifully with OpenAI, Gemini, Whisper, and

custom APIs.

Unlimited workflows — no per-task billing.

Self-host option — you own your data.

Powerful logic and code integration.

 Cons:

Slightly steeper learning curve at first.

Interface isn’t as “pretty” as Make or as “easy” as Zapier.

Requires setup (if self-hosting).

Best for: People who want freedom, customization, and AI power.

n8n is the open-source rebel of the group — flexible, customizable, and

community-driven.

You can start small and scale into advanced AI automations, all in the same

tool.

✅

❌

👉

👉

10.4 n8n – The Power Builder 

10.5 Real Talk: Which Should You
Use? 🎯

🔧
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 I understand the differences between major automation tools.

I know when to use Zapier, Make, or n8n.

I understand why n8n is best for AI-based workflows.

I’ve developed the mindset to adapt to any new tool that comes next.

You’ve seen it throughout this book — n8n shines when you mix AI +

Automation.

Here’s why it stands out:

You can integrate any AI service, even if it doesn’t exist as a node yet.

You can store, recall, and manage AI “memory.”

You can host it privately — perfect for client or sensitive data.

It gives you complete control over how your workflows think and act.

This flexibility makes n8n not just a tool, but a platform for innovation.

At the end of the day, tools change. New ones come, old ones fade.

But your thinking — how you connect systems, automate tasks, and design

flows — that’s your real power.

When you understand why automations work and how AI fits into them, you

can move across any platform.

That’s what separates a “user” from a creator.

10.8 Quick Checklist 

10.6 Why n8n Wins for AI
Automation 🏆

10.7 Beyond the Tools: The Creator
Mindset 🧠

✅
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Think about your personal or business goals.

Do you want simplicity or flexibility?

Are you working solo or managing clients?

Do you care more about speed or customization?

Write down which tool fits your current needs best — and which one you

want to master long-term (hint: probably n8n 😉).

💡 Pro Tip: Don’t limit yourself. Start small with n8n Cloud, build one or two

workflows, and then scale your automation empire.

10.9 Mini Exercise ✏ 
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Where You Go From
Here 🚀

 

The moment you built your first workflow, something changed — you

stopped being a user of technology and became a creator of it.

And that’s a big deal.

You now know:

How to make AI do useful things for you.

How to connect apps and tools in powerful ways.

How to design systems that save time, effort, and even make money.

The best part? You can do it again and again — better each time.

If you’ve made it this far, take a second and appreciate yourself.

Seriously — most people talk about learning AI, but very few actually build

something.

Youjust did.

You’ve gonefromunderstandingwhatAIautomationis,tosettingupn8n,

creating workflows,buildingminiAIagents,andevenlearninghowto

monetize your skills.

That’s not small. That’s transformation.

AI and automation evolve fast. There’s always a new model, a smarter API, a

better integration.

But the skill you’ve built — thinking in systems — that stays forever.

You’re Now a Builder 

The Real Secret: Keep Playing 

🧱

🎮

CONCLUSION
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Here’s what you can do next:

So, keep experimenting.

Break things.

Fix them.

Tinker.

Try wild ideas.

Automate small parts of your daily life just for fun.

That curiosity is what will make you unstoppable.

1.Join Communities

Become part of the n8n and AI automation communities (Reddit,

Discord, Skool, etc.).

Share your workflows, ask for feedback, and learn from others’

builds.

2.Document Everything

Keep a “Workflow Journal.”

Write what worked, what didn’t, and what you learned.

These notes become your future tutorials or even a course someday.

3.Teach What You Know

Teaching is the fastest way to master something.

Post short “here’s how I did this” videos or LinkedIn updates —

people love learning from practical builders.

4. Collaborate

Build automations with others — developers, designers, marketers.

You’ll learn new ways to apply AI in different industries.

How to Keep Growing 🌱
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You don’t have to be a programmer to build incredible things with AI.

You just need imagination, persistence, and the right set of tools — which

you now have.

AI automation isn’t about replacing people.

It’s about freeing humans from repetitive work so they can spend more time

creating, thinking, and connecting.

And now that you’ve learned how to automate, the question isn’t “Can I build

this?”

It’s “What should I build next?”

A Final Thought 🌟

44



💡 Tip: Document and share each project publicly — your learning journey

can attract collaborations, clients, or even job offers.

Project 1: Build a “Daily Content Planner” — use AI to generate, schedule,

and store social media posts for a week.

Project 2: Build a “Customer Support Agent” — automate email replies

using AI and sentiment detection.

Project 3: Build an “AI Researcher” — summarize 3 web articles on any

topic every morning.

Suggested Next Steps 🔧
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n8n Docs: https://docs.n8n.io/

n8n Community Forum: https://community.n8n.io

OpenAI Platform: https://platform.openai.com

Google AI Studio (Gemini): https://aistudio.google.com

ElevenLabs Voice AI: https://elevenlabs.io

Recommended Tools & Resources 
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Before you close this book, pick one idea you’ve had since you started

reading — big or small — and commit to automating it.

Don’t wait for perfect.

Start messy, test fast, and improve as you go.

Every big creator, builder, or entrepreneur you admire started with one tiny

project that grew over time.

I hope this guide helped you unlock a new perspective on AI and automation

not as something complex or intimidating, but as a tool for creativity,

independence, and freedom. So go out there, keep building, keep

automating, and keep sharing your journey. Because the world needs more

builders and you’re one now.

Thank You 

Final Challenge 

💙

💥
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To access more information like this please upgrade your
membership plan today.

👉 CLICK HERE TO UPGRADE NOW

https://www.skool.com/aiautomation-by-adam-8725/plans
https://www.skool.com/aiautomation-by-adam-8725/plans

